
Name: ______________________  
 

 
 
 
 

Folktale Book Report 
Due Friday, January 27th  

 
A folktale is a story that was written long ago.  Folktales usually have no known author, 
and are passed down from generation to generation.  They usually include certain key 
elements: 
 

 talking animals 
 good characters and evil characters 
 foolish characters and wise characters 
 a lesson or moral, and/or 
 an explanation of why things are the way they are (how the zebra got its stripes, why 

the sky is blue, etc.)  
 
Some examples of well-known folktales are: 
 
Japanese folktale: Momotaro (Peach Boy) 
African folktale: Anansi the Spider 
Native American folktale:  How the Chipmunk Got its Stripes 
 
Your assignment: 
 
1. Read a folktale or a collection of folktales. 
2. Answer the questions on the following page. 
3. Use the included chart to brainstorm some ideas for your own folktale. 
4. Write a folktale that includes at least one element from each column of your chart. 

 
 
 

 



Name:  ______________________ 
Part I:  Questions 
 
1.  Title:  _______________________________________________________________ 
2.  Author (or name of person who adapted the folktale): 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
3.  Illustrator:  ___________________________________________________________ 
4.  Publisher and copyright date:_____________________________________________ 
5.  Characters: 

 talking animals: _____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 a wise character: ____________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
I think this character is wise because:  _________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 a foolish character:  __________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 I think this character is foolish because:  _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
6.  Setting (place and time where the story takes place):  __________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
7.  Lesson/moral that people are supposed to learn from the story: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
and/or 
 
8.  Something in nature that the story gives an explanation for (how the ________ got its 
_________, etc.):  ________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Part II:  Create Your Own Folktale 
 
Use the chart below to brainstorm ideas.  Circle one or more ideas that you like, or write 
in your own.  Then, write your own folktale with at least one element from each column 
of the chart. 
 
Talking animals: Setting: What you're explaining: 

snake 
rat 
horse 
whale 
eagle 
fox 
turtle 
hippo 
spider 
cat 
giraffe 
elephant 
wolf 
crow 
frog 
lizard 
Or write your own 
ideas here: 
 
 

forest 
desert 
jungle 
ocean 
island 
mountains 
cave 
underground 
Or write your own 
ideas here: 
 

How the _____________ got its 
__________________________________ 
Why the _______________ is 
__________________________________ 

AND/OR moral or lesson: 

Treat people kindly 
Tell the truth 
Respect your elders 
Or write your own ideas here: 
 

 
The problem in my story is:  ________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
The animals solve the problem by:  ___________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 



Tell about the beginning, middle, and end of your story.  You can write sentences or draw 
a storyboard.  A storyboard is a set of pictures that show the main events that happen in 
the story. 
Beginning: Middle: End: 

   

 
This project will be graded using this guide: 

 

Subject Area N: 

Needs Improvement 

EP: 

Expected Progress 

EE: 

Exceeds Expectations 

Book Reports 

(approximately 1 per 

month) 

Demonstrated minimal 

knowledge of pertinent 

information regarding 

book (title, author, 

illustrator, publisher, 

copyright date). Unable 

to describe story plot as 

expected for grade level. 

Report may contain few 

to no additional 

requirements required 

by teacher.  

Demonstrates 

knowledge of pertinent 

information regarding 

book (title, author, 

illustrator, publisher, 

copyright date). Able to 

describe story plot. 

Report contains most, if 

any, additional 

requirements required 

by the teacher.  

Demonstrates 

knowledge of pertinent 

information regarding 

book (title, author, 

illustrator, publisher, 

copyright date). Able to 

describe story plot with 

extensive details. Report 

contains all, if any 

additional requirements 

required by the teacher.  


